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Delaware Knight 

My brothers as I write this message I am deeply saddened by 
the Headlines in today's USA Today. The death toll from the 
Tsunami disaster exceeds 120,000, what devastation, what 
tragedy. We are all reminded just how tenuous is our time 
here on earth. Our prayers go out to all those affected by this 
catastrophe. There are many things we need to discuss but 
they all pale in comparison to the suffering being experienced 
by those affected by this tragedy. I will be communicating with you in the near 
future to discuss the upcoming events. For now I ask you to join me in taking 
time to thank God for all of the blessings he has bestowed upon us and to pray 
for all those touched by this disaster. God Bless.  

Vivat Jesus!  
Ralph L. Rossi, State Deputy  

State Deputy’s Message 

January - March 2005 

State Chaplain’s Message 
 
 

Dear Brother Knights & Families, once again, my brother 
Knights, we begin a new year.  And with the New Year 
there are many resolutions that we make to ourselves, to 
our families, and to our Order.  We ask God to bless our en-
deavors and us, as we begin this year afresh.  Let us use all            

those things at our disposal so that we may have a good and 
outstanding year.  My prayer for all of you as we begin 2005 is that you have a 
Happy, Holy, Healthy, and Enjoyable New Year!  

Vivat Jesus!  
Father Philip L. Siry, State Chaplain 

News for the Delaware Knights of Columbus 

          Ralph L. Rossi,   
            State Deputy 

Editors: Henry Steenkamer & Sherman Mitchell III 

Father Philip L. Siry 



Supreme Director’s Message 

ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

On November 9, 2004 a brave soldier of Christ and 
loyal brother knight died peacefully surrounded by 
his loving family after a long and courageous battle 
with cancer. He was a Catholic gentleman, proud 
husband and father, grandfather, brother, uncle, 
and friend to many. He was a World War II veteran 
and member of the “Greatest Generation.” We all 
knew him as Larry, my father and my best friend. 
With his irresistible smile and gentle demeanor, you 
felt a long time friendship existed with Larry with 

your first handshake. His life loving presence will be missed by all of us. 

On behalf of my family, I wish to thank all of you who have offered comfort, 
condolence and prayerful support during this difficult time. Through the 
overwhelming outpouring of compassion and sympathy expressed to my fam-
ily, I have seen the fully opened blossom of charity that is the very essence of 
the Knights of Columbus.  It is no wonder that Father McGivney deemed 
Charity to be the first and foremost principle of our honored Order. As proud 
members of the Knights of Columbus it is more important than ever that as 
brothers we march onward as Christian soldiers united in purpose and exem-
plify the true virtue of charity each and every day of our lives. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Vincent L. DiLeonardo, PSD                 
Supreme Director 
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Vincent L. DiLeonardo 

Delaware State Officers 

Special Olympics Event 
The Delaware Knights of Columbus was asked to co-sponsor the 2004 New 
Castle County Soccer Skills Competition the challenge was accepted. It was 
held October 28, 2004 at Rullo Field on the campus of the University of Dela-
ware. The one-day event saw approximately 400 Special Olympics athletes 
participate. They competed in a series of soccer skills: running, passing, drib-
bling and kicking, and shooting to the goal. 

Volunteers from the Knights of Columbus assisted by escorting athletes, 
helped U. of D. Adaptive Physical Education students who also supported the 
event, and assisted with the presentation of awards. The Color Corps was on 
hand for the presentation of flags and the playing of the National Anthem. 
Knights in regalia included Master Bill Lawler, Fran Fransarno, Marty Rey-
nolds, Jim Martin, Joe Hood, Richard Fox, Charles Barba, Paul D’Antonio, 
Francesco Cristiano, Bob Rossie, Jim Mullen, Al Ware, Tom Duffy and Ed 
Lichman. Brother Bill Mousley and Vivan Duffy were in attendance and 
helped with the day’s event. 

All volunteers were given an event T-shirt. The shirts were printed with 
“University of Delaware” and “Knights of Columbus” under the 2004 Soccer 
Skills logo. 

The Delaware Knights of Columbus presented a check for over $8400.00 from 
last years Mentally Challenged Campaign to the Delaware Special Olympics. 
State Secretary James Gardner presented the check. 

This activity will become an annual State Council event in conjunction with 
the Special Olympics. This year’s K of C chairman was State Warden Ed 
Lichman. 
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Campaign for Mentally Retarded People  

 Grand Knights are reminded that the ENTIRE proceeds raised should be sent to the State Secretary, no  
deductions, the state will pay the cost of tootsie rolls. The state will remand 25% from each council to be donated to 
the Delaware Special Olympics. Councils must name the recipients for the 75% that each council can award, only  
charities involved with helping mentally retarded citizens can be designated. The State Secretary will then return 
checks to councils for their named charities for council distribution. These procedures assure compliance with IRS.  

 Question? Comments! Contact the State Chairman Marty Reynolds (w)(302) 366-8022, (h)(302) 368-9753,  
email Martin.Reynolds@verizon.net. 

Winter Get Away Weekend 

Plan ahead for a relaxing weekend February 4-6, 2005 at the Atlantic Sands Hotel in Rehoboth Beach. The 
weekend includes viewing the Polar Bear Plunge, it is also Souper Bowl food collection weekend at most parishes and 
Super Bowl football Sunday. 

Reservations are being handled by PSD N. Joseph Hunter, 887 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover, DE 19901-5718, 
tel. (302)734-4089, e mail joe.hunter@dol.net. Checks payable to K of C  Convention ’05. The $160.00 cost includes 
your room for Friday and Saturday, the State Council Hospitality room from Friday evening through Sunday morn-
ing with Continental breakfasts Saturday and Sunday. For extending your stay call Joe Hunter. 

Souper Bowl Food Drive 
 

 Information will be in the mail in October to all Grand Knights concerning the Ninth Annual Souper Bowl 
food collection for 2005. The 2004 collection reported over 6,300 pounds of food by eight councils. More councils could 
participate. 

 The next Super Bowl football game is scheduled for Sunday, February 6, 2005 in Jacksonville, Florida. This 
date coincides with the Winter Getaway and the Polar Bear Plunge. Conflicts like this one can be worked around. Not 
everyone will be in Rehoboth to participate or to watch the thousands of dunkers. This activity provides an extremely 
worthwhile benefit to families in need. 

Polar Bear Plunge 

The recipient of the plunger’s bravery (quick in and quicker out for most) is the Special Olympics Delaware. 
The Polar Bear Plunge is scheduled for Sunday, February 6th, 1:00 p.m. at Rehoboth Avenue and the Boardwalk. 
Our group name is POLAR KNIGHTS on the registration form. 

State Warden Ed Lichman is compiling statistics about how many Knights and relatives participate in the 
2005 Polar Bear Plunge. Ed believes that many local Knights come and go from their homes, especially in Sussex 
County, and could be missed in the K of C statistics that Ed will supply to Special Olympics. Ed wants names and 
the amount that each will cause to be donated by faithful sponsors. Please contact Ed (302)376-5558, or e mail 
elichman@prodigy.net if you can supply information. 

Second Degree Exemplifications 
 

 There will be a Second Degree at Dover Council home in Camden on Tuesday, January 11. Candidates 
should arrive by 7:00 p.m. for 7:30 degree ceremony. Grand Knights should call DD Bill Nesbit at (410)634-2027 
with a count by Sunday, January 9. 

 There will be a Second Degree at Holy Family Church in Newark on Wednesday, January 12. Candidates 
should arrive by 7:00 p.m. for 7:30 degree ceremony. Grand Knights should call DD Leon Gratkowski (302)378-2599 
with a count by Sunday, January 9. 

 There will be a Second Degree at St. Pius X Council home in Wilmington on Friday, January 14. Candidates 
should arrive by 7:00 p.m. for 7:30 degree ceremony. Grand Knights should call DD Jim Haley (302)655-6516 with a 
count by Tuesday, January 11. 

State Council Directory  

 Corrections or changes to be made in the next issue of the  State Directory should be reported to State Advo-
cate Andy Elisee. Call (302)323-9484 or email AndyeKofC@aol.com 



 
 

 

 

 

Mission Breakfast 2005 
The 48th Annual William J. 
McClafferty III, Breakfast of Cham-
pions for the Missions will be held 
on Sunday, March 6, 2005.  The 
festivities will take place at Christ 
Our King Church starting with 
Mass at 10:00 a.m., celebrated by 
our Brother Knight, The Most Rev-
erend Michael A. Saltarelli, DD, 
Bishop of Wilmington.  Immediately 
following the Mass breakfast will be 
served in the Church's Social Hall. 
The mass and breakfast is in honor 
of students in Diocesan Grade 
Schools and Religious Education 
programs who have championed the 
Mission fund drives in their par-
ishes. As Knights we set an exam-
ple for the children through our per-
sonal donations to this annual fund 
drive.  The money raised each year 
is presented to the Bishop to con-
tinue the Missionary efforts of the 
Diocese of Wilmington. Watch your 
mail for information regarding how 
you can make a donation. 

All Knights are welcomed and en-
couraged to attend the Mass and 
Breakfast.  If you have never been 
to this event, make it happen this 
year. If you have been to the event 
in years past, bring a friend this 
year. It will be an enjoyable and 
worthwhile experience. Tickets for 
the Breakfast are $10.00 for adults 
and $5.00 for children and will be 
available at the door. 

Volunteers will be needed to set 
up, prepare (cook) and clean up af-
ter the event. Remember, this is a 
State sponsored event, Knights 
from every Council in the state 
should participate to continue the 
success it has been for the last 48 
years. Council assistance assign-
ments will be forwarded to the 
Grand Knights. We need your help. 
Please plan on volunteering and 
attending. 

Additional information may be ob-
tained from Chairman, Mark A. 
Fontana, GK @ 302-588-5989 or 
kofc2872@comcast.net. 

 

Third Degree Exemplification 
 

There are only a few exemplifications of the Third Degree each year. 
Membership Directors are asked to be sure to notify all eligible Knights 
of their opportunity to become a full fledged Knights, who by virtue of the 
attaining Third Degree status, will be eligible for election to council of-
fice. 

Third Degree will be offered at the Holy Cross Early Learning Center, 
631 South State Street, Dover, DE on Sunday, January 23, 2005 at 2:00 
p.m. candidates must report no later than 1:30. GK’s should notify Dis-
trict Deputy Bill Nesbit (410)634-2027 of the number of candidates and 
sponsors attending the degree. 

Candidates should bring their Second degree membership card, if they 
have received it. 

Vigil Mass for the “March for Life” 
 

Bishop Saltarelli will be the celebrant of the Vigil Mass the night before 
the March For Life in Washington, D.C. It will be said at St. Joseph 
Church, French Street, Wilmington, on Sunday, January 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Those unable to participate in the March For Life in Washington should 
consider this Mass as a special opportunity to demonstrate support for 
Pro Life. 

Email Addresses Urgently Needed From All Members 
 
As an important cost cutting measure, in Columbian year 2004 –2005 
there will be only two hard copy (USPS mail) editions of the  
Delaware Knight. But there will be several email editions – your email 
address must be on record with the State in order to receive these issues. 

Each Knight wishing to receive the Delaware Knight by email must pro-
vide his email address to his council’s Financial Secretary. Financial Sec-
retary’s should transfer their information by email to the State Secre-
tary. 

Individual councils are requested to make copies of the Delaware Knight 
email editions available that can be picked up at council meetings by 
members not having an email address. 

Input for the Delaware Knight 
 

The Delaware Knight is distributed to keep our members, especially our 
Grand Knights, abreast of upcoming activities and opportunities for  
Service. Activity leaders are asked to look ahead and provide timely informa-
tion to the editors of the Delaware Knight about service activities. This  
information should provide the Who, What, Where and When about the  
activity. 

Ronald McDonald House 
 

Help is needed to supply dinners to families whose children are in the 
Alfred I. Dupont Hospital. Year 2005 dates are being scheduled by Bill 
Baker tel. 302-998-6526. RMcD House has excellent kitchen facilities for 
cooking or the meal can be prepared at your council and warmed for serv-
ing there. The House was enlarged for a third time in 2004, so dinner for 
40 is now dinner for 60. Suppertime is 5:30 p.m. 
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 Fourth Degree News 
 

The October 23, 2004 exemplification of the Fourth 
Degree in the Jurisdiction of Delaware saw thirty two 
men become Sir Knights. Among this group were four 
priests: Very Rev. James M. Turner OSFS of St.Pius 
X Council No. 4425, Rev. (Lt. Col.) David P. Cote of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council No. 9098, Rev. 
Hilary Rodgers of Christopher Council No. 3182 and 

Rev. Stanislau Esposito of Dover Council No. 4182 who is the Dover Council 
Chaplain. 

Master William F. Lawler has announced that the next exem-
plification of the Fourth Degree is scheduled for November 19, 
2005 at the Dover Sheraton Hotel. His Excellency Most Rever-
end Michael A. Saltarelli is expected to be present for the com-
plete day. 
For further information about the degree contact Sir Knight William Lawler, 
Master of the Fourth Degree, tel. (302) 834-6844.  

K of C Bowling  

Brother Bill Baker reminded us that this is the 50th season that Knights 
have been bowling in Delaware. There are 12 teams competing in a handicap 
league on Friday nights at Bowlerama Lanes in New Castle. Men who are 
interested in joining this group should contact Bill tel. (302)998-6526. There 
is a substitute list where your name can be added and from there it is possi-
ble to advance to regular status with one team or another.  

World War II Memorial  
 
Please send any information you may have on any friend or relative who was a vet-
eran of World War II.  This person can be living or dead.  The purpose of this infor-
mation is to enroll these veterans on the Scroll of Honor at the World War II Memo-
rial in Washington, DC. 
 
Please direct this information to Reynold E. Cierniak, 110 Fraser Pl., Newark, DE 
19711.  Phone: 302-239-5182    e-mail:  cierniak@ix.netcom,com.  I consider it an 
honor to accord these heroes their rightful place in this Memorial. 
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K of C License Plates 
Show your pride in being a Knight 
of Columbus. Get your K of C li-
cense plate to show your affiliation 
with your brothers in the Knights 
of Columbus. Give a “toot of the 
horn” to acknowledge your fellow 
knights. There is a onetime charge 
of $20.00, but it’s well worth it. 
Contact N. Joseph Hunter PSD at 
302-734-4089 or joe.hunter@dol.net 

 

Survey of Fraternal Service  
Once again it is time to report on 
the charitable activities of all coun-
cils. The Forms booklet that all 
GK’s have received contains a form 
that should be used to summarize 
calendar year 2004. The report 
should be submitted to the Su-
preme Council by January 31, 
2005. This important information 
is the principal basis for Federal 
tax-exempt status for the Knights 
of Columbus. 

 
 

K of C Insurance                                                            
 

General Agent:                            

Bob McGeehan       (732) 237-0903   

Field Agents:                             

Paul Brandt       (302) 324-9300  

Richard Gill       (610) 485-8550  

James Mullen, Jr.   (302) 373-0372  

Stephen Miller       (302) 678-9470 

K of C Chess Tournament 
Chess has become a club sport in many schools. The K of C in Delaware has 
caught on to the trend and is sponsoring the 2nd annual Knights of Columbus 
Chess Tournament at St. Pius X Council in Wilmington on Saturday, April 2, 
2005. Invitations will soon be sent out to Catholic parochial schools in Dela-
ware inviting contestants to register. Every grade from K through 8 can have 
participants. Last year there were 80 entries, there is some concern about 
the number of entries, there is only room for 100 players. 

Matches will be scheduled by computer and start at approximately 9:00 a.m., 
10:15, 11:30, 1:15 and 2:30 p.m. There will be five games for all contestants. 
Lunch prepared and served by St. Pius X Council may be purchased onsite. 

The contestants play on the second floor while parents are confined to the 
first floor and the large screen TV. Judges will be on hand to clarify rules, 
etc. Prizes will be awarded to the top three schools plus individual prizes. 

Send Delaware Knight Information to Editors:   
Hank Steenkamer   email: hsteenkamer01@aol.com 
Sherman Mitchell III  email: smitchell134@hotmail.com  





          Schedule of Events 
 

 

January 2005 

2 First Degree, St. Pius X Council, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

10 Winter Getaway Reservation due to PSD Hunter  

11 Second Degree, Dover Council home, Camden, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

12 Second Degree, Holy Family Church, Newark, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

13 State officer’s meeting, Christopher Council, 7:30 p.m. 

14 Second Degree, St. Pius X Council, Wilmington, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

23 Third Degree, Holy Cross, Early Learning cand. 1:30 p.m. 

23     Vigil Mass March For Life, St. Joseph Church, French Street, Wilmington, 7:00 p.m 

24     March For Life, Washington, D.C. 

31     Chaplain’s Night, St. Pius X Council, 6:15 p.m. 

31     Survey of Fraternal Service to Supreme Council 

February 2005 

4-6    Winter Getaway, Atlantic Sands Hotel, Rehoboth Beach 

6       Polar Bear Plunge, Rehoboth Beach, 1:00 p.m. 

5,6    Souper Bowl Food Collection, all councils 

6 First Degree, St. Pius X Council, cand. 7:00 p.m 

10 State officer’s meeting, location(?) 7:30 p.m. 

15 Vocation Essay Contest winners to Jerry Dawson 

19     Big Band Valentine’s Dance, St. Pius X Council, 7:00 p.m. 

March 2005 

6 Mission Breakfast 

6       First Degree, St. Pius X Council, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

10 State Officer’s meeting, Dover Council, 7:30 p.m. 

20     Free Throw Finals, St. Peter’s, New Castle, 1:00 p.m. 

April 2005 

2 Annual Pro-Life Coalition Convention, Holiday Inn Select, Wilmington 

2       State Chess Tournament, St. Pius X Council, 

2 K of C International Bowling Tournament, Glassboro/Deptford NJ 

3 First Degree, St. Pius X Council, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

4 Mass for the Unborn, St. Polycarp, Smyrna 

15 State officer’s meeting, St. Pius X Council, 7:30 p.m. 

16 State Track Meet, Baynard Stadium, 9:00 a.m. 

May 2005 

1       First Degree, St. Pius X Council, cand. 7:00 p.m. 

6-8    State Convention, Atlantic Sands Hotel, Rehoboth Beach 




